
United States Coinage

What lies below the surface ?



Other than modern clad and 
memorial cents, what older coins 

are out there to be found ?
Any guesses on what my #1 coin find 

has been over 30 years of metal 
detecting ?



With over 4,000 dug, the wheat cent is 
my number one find !

Be sure to check for all 1909’s for the S mint mark and designers VDB initials. That 
key date is worth $600.00 in good condition ! Common find in parks, schools and
yards. Minted from 1909 to 1958, wheat cents can be dug practically any where.



What do you think is my second most 
common coin find ?

?



That would be the Indian head cent 
with 949 dug !

Indian head cents were minted from 1859 to 1909. The first 6 years they were a 
thicker copper-nickel variety, commonly referred to as fatties. From 1864 to 1909 they 
were a thinner bronze variety. The key date is the 1877 worth over $1100.00 in VG 
condition.



Coming in the number 3 spot is 
surprisingly the Buffalo nickel with 399 

dug.

Minted from 1913 until 1938. Another common find in parks and school yards.



And rounding the top four is the 
Winged Liberty Head or Mercury dime 

with 331 dug.

Minted from 1916 to 1945. Be on the lookout for the 1916-D key date worth over 
$1000.00 in good condition !



Half Cents

1793 Liberty Head, Head 
Facing Left. Extremely 

rare.

Liberty Cap, Head Facing Right, 
1794-1797.

Draped bust. 1800 – 1808. Classic Head. 1809-1836



Braided Hair

1840 - 1857



Large Cents

1793 Chain Cent. The one you want 
to dig. Very valuable !

1793 Wreath reverse. Find the 
strawberry leaf variety and you 
can buy a new house, car  and 

still have money to spend !

Liberty Cap. 1793 – 1796.
Draped Bust. 1796 - 1807



Classic Head. 1808 – 1814. Matron Head. 1816 - 1839

Braided Hair. 1839 -1857.



By 1857 the cost of making and distributing large copper coins had risen and they “barely 
paid expenses”. Congress passed an act to provide a new copper-nickel small cent.

The Flying Eagle cent was introduced in 1856  with a small mintage of only 
2,000. A short lived series, it was discontinued in 1858.



The Flying Eagle cent was replaced by the Indian 
Head cent in 1859.

Variety 1. 1859 copper-nickel Laurel 
wreath w/o shield.

Variety 2. 1860 – 1864 copper-
nickel with shield 

Variety 3. 
Bronze. 1864-

1909.



Lincoln Cents

1909 showing location of designer’s 
initials. 

Due to copper shortage during WWII, 
the 1943 cent was made of zinc coated 

steel.

Switched to Lincoln Memorial 
reverse in 1959.

A few copper planchets left in the 
hopper were struck in 1943. 
Extremely rare and valuable.



The two cent piece was the first US coin to include the motto "In 
God We Trust". It was produced during the Civil War and, as is so 
often seen in adverse times, people became highly spiritual and 
turned (or returned) to God for their hope and salvation.

Two Cent Piece

Two cent pieces were struck from 1864 until 1873.



Three Cent Pieces

Silver three-cent pieces were introduced to facilitate the purchase of 3¢ 
postage stamps. Minted from 1851 until 1873.

Because the silver coins were hoarded during the Civil War era, nickel 
three-cent pieces were produced starting in 1865 but discontinued by 1889. 



Shield Nickel

Variety 1. Rays between the stars. 
1866 – 1867.

Variety 2. Without rays.              
1867 – 1883.



Liberty Head or V Nickel

1883 Variety 1. No Cents. 1883 Variety 2. With cents.

Key date 1885 in G-4 goes for $550.00. Issued 1883 until 1912. It is believed 5 
unauthorized 1913 strikes exist making it one of the rarest US coins in 
existence. Last one sold in 2014 for $3,290,000.00

Another interesting fact is that some of 1883 w/o cents variety were gold 
plated and passed for $5.00 gold pieces. That led to the word cents being 
added later in the year to discourage the fraudulent practice ! 



Indian Head or Buffalo Nickel

Minted from 1916 until 1938. Variety 1 was the 1913 Five Cents on raised 
ground and Variety 2 Five Cents in recess from 1913-1938.

One of the key dates in the 1937-D 3 legged variety.



Jefferson Nickel

Currently still being minted since 1938, the Jefferson 
nickel doesn’t have much appeal to the metal detecting 
community. The only ones I like to dig are the Wartime 
Silver Alloy nickels dated from 1942 – 1945. They can be 
identified by the large mint mark on the reverse above 
Monticello.  They contain 35% silver and are commonly 
called “War Nickels”. 



Early Half Dimes are silver five cent US coins also referred to as 
a half disme (pronounced deem). They were first made in 1792.
This was the year before the first United States Mint actually opened 
for business. They were official US coins, however.

Half Dimes

1792 Half Disme, worth about 
$20,000 in G-4 condition.



1794 -1795 Flowing Hair 1796 – 1805 Draped Bust

Capped Bust 1829 - 1837 Liberty Seated 1837 - 1873



Dimes

Draped Bust Small Eagle 
Reverse 1796 - 1797

Heraldic Eagle Reverse 1798 - 1807

Capped Bust 1809 - 1837 Seated Liberty 1837 - 1891



The Liberty Head Dime is also referred to as the Barber Dime. It is a US dime 
piece that was produced from 1892 to 1916.

Be on the lookout for the key date 
1895-O worth $1250.00 in VF-20.

The mercury dime is a common find in parks, older schools and 
in the yards of any homes built pre-1964 !



The Roosevelt Dime

A common find in parks, schools and yards. Have been 
minted continuously since 1946. Up until 1964 the 
dimes were minted with 90% silver.  Series really has 
no key dates. Most silver “Roosies” dug are just worth 
their melt value. 



Twenty Cent Piece

(1875-1878) - A greatly criticized and disliked coin by the 
public, the Twenty Cent Piece only saw production for 
general circulation the first 2 years of minting (1875-
1876) with only proofs minted the remaining 2 years 
(1877-1878).



QUARTERS
US Quarters, with a denomination of twenty five cents, or a quarter of a 
dollar, were authorized for minting in 1792, however the first quarter 
coins were not issued until 1796.

Draped Bust  1796 - 1807 Capped Bust  1815 - 1838

Seated Liberty  1838 - 1891 Liberty Head or Barber Quarter



Standing Liberty  1916 - 1930

There was an interesting change to the 
coin in 1917 to cover LIBERTY's exposed 
breast. Changes were also made to the 
reverse of the coin at this time.

1925 once again saw a change in the 
coin, when the date was set into a 
depression because of problems with 
the dates of the earlier coins wearing off 
easily.

Washington Quarter  
1932 – 1964 (90% silver)

1965 – Present copper-nickel 
outer layer with copper core



HALF DOLLARS

Flowing Hair  1794 - 1795 Draped Bust 1797 - 1807

Capped Bust  1807 - 1836 Seated Liberty  1839 - 1891



Liberty Head or Barber Half
1892 - 1915

Walking Liberty  1916 - 1947

Franklin half  1948 - 1963
1964 – 90% silver

1965 – 1970 80% silver surface 
bonded to copper core

1971 – present, copper nickel 
surface with copper core.



Dollars

Flowing Hair  1794 - 1795 Draped Bust  1795 – 1804 

‘King of Coins’ 1804 Silver Dollar Sells For More Than $3.8 Million 
At Heritage Auctions.

It is believed that these these coins were first 
minted in 1834-35 for use in presentation 
proof sets.



Seated Liberty  1840 - 1873 Trade Dollar  1873 – 1885
Issued for circulation in Asia to 

compete with other dollar-
sized coins of other countries.

Morgan Dollar  1878 – 1904
1921

Peace Dollar  1921  - 1928
1934 - 1935



Eisenhower Dollar  1971  -1978

Susan B. Anthony 
1979 – 1981

1999

Sacagawea  2000 – present .Since 2009, coin 
annually features a different reverse  to 
memorialize Native Americans and their 
important contributions to the development of 
the United States.

Presidential Dollars  2007  - 2016






