
Coins Used in the Colonial and 
Post-Colonial United States

And which may be found while metal detecting



Albany Church Penny

The coin, produced in 1790, sometimes is described as a "communion 
token," a common practice in the Scots-Presbyterian tradition. Although 
communion tokens were used in the early history of the Albany church, 
this likely was not used as such. There is this reference, quoted from 
even earlier records of the church as follows: "It was resolved that one 
thousand coppers be stamped church penny, and placed in the hands of 
the treasurer, for the purpose of exchanging with the congregation at the 
rate of twelve for one shilling, in order to add respect to the weekly 
collections." (J. McClusky Blayney, History of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Albany, NY.) An early attendee of our church was Alexander 
Hamilton, and it was our pastor, Eliphalet Nott, who delivered the 
funeral oration after his duel with Aaron Burr, who also attended the 
church, as did John Jay. 







Massachusetts Silver Coins

The most common Massachusetts silver coins found by metal detectorists are 
the Pine Tree Shillings, even those are few a far between.  I don’t know 
anybody who doesn’t have one on their bucket list!

Defying its charter from England’s king, the Massachusetts Bay Colony set 
up a mint in Boston in 1652. Its output consisted mostly of silver shillings, 
coins valued at twelve pence. The Massachusetts Mint later produced smaller 
silver coins valued at six pence, three pence and two pence. Except for the 
two pence pieces, which were dated 1662, all of the coins minted at Boston 
carried the date 1652. The colonists had to do this, since a new English king 
had come to the throne in 1660, and he was angry that his exclusive right to 
coin money had been violated. The colonists successfully maintained their 
deception that all of the silver pieces had been minted in 1652 by continuing 
to use that date for thirty years.

Below a Shilling and a Three Pence are shown.







Dutch Coins in the American Colonies

The seven United Provinces of the Netherlands each had the right to 
mint coins, these included: Holland, Overijssel, Zeeland, Gelderland, 
Groningen, Utrecht and Frisia. Additionally minting privileges were also 
extended to the region of West Frisia (which was part of the province 
of Holland) and the cities of Deventer, Groningen, Kampen, Nijmegen, 
Zutphen and Zwolle.  The most common coins found are the various 
Dutch Pennies

Called the New York penny





Dutch Lion Dollar Daalder Thaler Coin



Delaware Ore Tokens, Sweden

Although the present state of Delaware was explored by Henry Hudson in 
1609 and by English adventurers the following year, even being briefly 
settled by Dutch colonists in 1631, the first European community to take 
hold and thrive in this land was created by Swedish and Finnish immigrants 
in 1638. Setting sail from Sweden the previous year, these brave souls 
arrived in the New World under the sponsorship of The New Sweden 
Company, an enterprise created to exploit the fur trade then 
developing. Their two ships, the Kalmar Nyckel and the Fogel Grip, under the 
command of famed adventurer Peter Minuit, arrived in what is now 
Delaware in March of 1638. The immigrants made their first settlement at a 
place called “The Rocks,” naming it Fort Christina after the young daughter of 
Sweden’s King Gustavus Adolphus. This site is now a park within the city of 
Wilmington, Delaware.





New Jersey "St. Patrick" Coins

This coin is a St Patrick's Farthing and below that a Half Penny. It was 
struck in Dublin sometime between about 1658 and 1670 mostly by 
Mark Newby. Many have a brass plug on the crown on the obverse that 
can be seen - the purpose was to make the crown appear gold.

The obverse is commonly described as the biblical King David playing a 
harp. And the reverse as St Patrick ridding Ireland of the reptiles with 
Dublin's St Patrick's Cathedral in the background.

The reverse bears a striking similarity to the tokens of Richard 
Grenwood of Dublin which also undated are of the genreal type of late 
1650s tokensThese were issued as Farthings and Half Pennies with 
several variations each







1723 PENNY Rosa Americana Penny

The Coinage Of William Wood referred to as Rosa Americana Coins 
came about due to William Wood obtaining a patent from George I to 
make tokens for the American Colonies. The first pieces have no date, 
but the rest are dated 1722, 1723, 1724 and 1733 and were produced in 
the denominations of half penny, penny, and two pence.

This series of Colonial Coinage or Tokens is the largest and most 
diverse of all Colonial issues, and the above examples only provide a 
sampling of the different varieties. The obverse of George I is common 
Hibernia pieces also, but the reverses are much different.  Below are the 
Rosa ½ Penny, Penny and Two Pence









Wood's Hibernia Coins

Wood's Hibernia series consisted of copper farthing and halfpence 
bearing dates from 1722 to 1724.  The obverse of the Hibernia's shows a 
bust of King George I facing right with the legend GEORGIUS . DEI . 
GRATIA. REX . The reverse of most 1722 issues depict a seated 
personification of Hibernia playing a harp (known as harp left). A few 
1722 coins and all 1723-24 coins display a seated Hibernia holding a 
palm branch in her right hand as she leans on the harp behind her 
(known as harp right); for all years the legend reads, HIBERNIA 
followed by the date. 





"Voce Populi" Copper Half Penny and Penny

Copper Hibernia Voce Populi Farthing and Half Pennies, 1760 VOCE POPULI on 
the Obverse; and HIBERNIA on the reverse. In 1760 a Dublin button maker 
produced and issued a series of copper halfpenny and farthing tokens with the 
obverse legend VOCE POPULI in place of the regal title and a reverse design of 
Hibernia seated similar to that on the English copper of the time.

There has been much speculation as to the meaning of the legend on the Voce Populi
issue and there are two general opinions.

The first opinion is that they represent a voicing of the Irish continuing support for 
the young Stuart pretender to the English throne. The alternate opinion is that the 
shortage of change in Ireland as the regal coppers had not been issued since 1755 
was the reason for the issue and the 'voice of the people' refers to their need for 
change.

The Voce Populi coins made their way to America where like the Wood's coinage 
they are considered part of the colonial series.







North American Token, 1781 Copper

Like Wood's 1723 Hibernia coppers this token portrays the seated 
Hibernia with her harp behind her; the accompanying legend is 
"NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN" with a date of 1781. The reverse displays a 
ship on water and the legend "COMMERCE." Since this piece carried 
the legend "NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN" with the date 1781, it had been 
considered part of the American colonial series. North American Tokens 
are usually poorly struck, so you can't count on the details to give you 
any guide as to the amount of wear. You really have to look at the 
surface quality, the luster





Nova Eborac Copper Coins

A major contender for the New York contract for copper coinage was 
the partnership of Ephraim Brasher and John Bailey. Brasher and Bailey 
also took matters into their own hands by privately minting Nova 
Eborac coppers (Nova Eborac being the Latin for New York). The coins 
were made to look like contemporary British and Connecticut coppers 
with an obverse portrait of a mailed bust facing right and wearing a 
laurel wreath with the legend "NOVA EBORAC." The reverse contained 
a seated figure of Liberty holding a branch in one hand and a liberty 
pole in the other with a shield below, similar to Britannia, with the 
legend "VIRT. ET LIB." (Virtue and Liberty) and the date 1787 in 
exergue. These coins were accepted and regularly used for they are 
usually found in well circulated condition







Auctori Plebis Token, 1787 and 1736 dates

Little is known about this unusual token that dates from 1787. The 
obverse is quite similar to a bust left Connecticut Copper, especially the 
1787 coppers minted by Jarvis and Co. in New Haven. It also appears 
the coin was intended for circulation in America as the legends: 
AUCTORI PLEBIS (By the authority of the people) and INDEP ET LIBER 
(Independence and Liberty) are anti-royalist. However, the figure of 
Liberty on the reverse is clearly based on the seated Britannia, resting 
one arm on an anchor behind her and the other on a globe in front of 
her, with the crowned English lion resting at her feet.





Talbot, Allum & Lee Tokens

In 1794 William Talbot, William Allum, and James Lee, joined into a 
partnership to open an East India trading company located at 241 Water 
Street in New York City. At that time they commissioned Peter 
Kempson's mint in Birmingham, England to produce at least two tons of 
copper tokens for the firm. These tokens, probably designed by Thomas 
Wyon, bear the dates 1794 and 1795 and were designated as cents with 
an average weight just about the same as a regal British halfpenny.

The obverse of the token depicts the standing figure of Liberty 
(following the French style with her right breast exposed). In her right 
hand she holds a staff with a liberty cap on top while behind her is a 
large parcel; around the rim is the legend "LIBERTY & COMMERCE" 
with the date in exergue. On the edge is written, "PAYABLE AT THE 
STORE OF" which is continued on the reverse with the legends 
"TALBOT, ALLUM & LEE / NEW YORK" and below "ONE CENT." 









Nova Constellatio Coppers, 1783, 1785

The Nova Constellatio varieties of 1783, 1785, and 1786 are some of 
the most frequently encountered and popular coppers. There are 12 
varieties, unfortunately no simple attribution guide has been 
encountered to date that succinctly and quickly provides collectors with 
a simple way to attribute. Obverse NOVA CONSTELLATIO (or 
CONSTELATIO) (Latin: New Constellation) Devices: Eye in center, 
surrounded by rays extending outward from center, with 13 (12) stars 
positioned alternatively between rays. REVERSEMotto: LIBERTAS ET 
JUSTITIA (Latin: Liberty and Justice), Date Devices: U.S. in center, in 
either block or script lettering, with wreath surrounding.







Machin's Mills Copper

On March 3, 1787 Thomas Machin entered the competition for the New York State coining franchise. About six 
weeks later, on April 18, 1787, the state legislature decided to reject all the petitions and abandon the idea of a 
mint. On that same day Thomas Machin signed an indenture (a contract) with five partners to form a company to 
mint coins. This act has sometimes been thought to be a last minute effort to win the approval of the state board 
however it may represent Machin's backup plan, that is, his attempt to form of a private minting partnership in 
the light of the official cancellation of the state competition.

Machin went into partnership with David Brooks, a New York Assemblyman who was on the state monetary 
commission and served on the panel reviewing the coining petitions. He also included James Grier, who was a 
co-partner with Brooks in a store in New York City. Machin also took on another businessman, Samuel Atlee 
and his son James Atlee. James seems to have been a diemaker and was one of Machin's competitors for the 
New York coining contract. Samuel was co-owner of a New York City brewery that ran into financial difficulties 
in 1785. Apparently, soon thereafter, James with the assistance of his father and possibly Albion Cox, may have 
used the abandon brewery to set up an illegal minting operation, coining imitation British halfpence from dies 
produced by James (several questions have recently surfaced about the role of James Atlee, see the section on 
James Falconer Atlee and Confederation Era Coppers for additional details). The other partner in the Machin's 
Mills enterprise was James Giles, a New York City attorney who had previously represented each of the other 
co-partners in legal matters. It seems he was the liaison who had introduced Machin to the others. 
https://coins.nd.edu/ColCoin/ColCoinText/Machin.1.html











Fugio Cents

The influx of counterfeit and lightweight coppers in circulation was a serious problem that hurt both 
laborers and small business and kept the economy from growing. Every time a worker or merchant 
accepted a lightweight copper at face value, they lost money because others would only accept these 
underweight coins at a discount, usually substantially below face value. Just as some states had taken 
action by minting their own coppers, the Continental Congress of the Confederation passed a 
resolution on April 21, 1787, for the contract coining of a national copper cent. A resolution of July 
6th stated the penny obverse would have the sun and a sundial with the legend "FUGIO" (I fly), the 
date, and the legend "MIND YOUR BUSINESS." The reverse would contain thirteen linked circles 
with the legends "WE ARE ONE" and "UNITED STATES." This copied the February 17, 1776

The first United States coin is the Fugio cent of 1787.

The Fugio cent is sometimes ignored as a type coin because it was not struck under the new federal 
government, which began operations in the spring of 1789. There was a United States prior to 1789, 
however, but it had a weak central authority and is today called the Confederation Government. That 
government had a president and congress and it is interesting to note that the recent series of 
presidential dollars ignored these earlier men, some of whom are well known to history and played 
key roles in the Revolutionary War.







Washington Pennies

George Washington's portrait appears on a wide variety of 

coins, medals, and tokens honoring everything from his birth to 

significant events in his life to his military achievements to his 

death. Minting of these coins began as early as 1783.  Some of 

the common varieties have even been found by metal 

detectorists.  These are some of the more common varieties.















Common British Coppers used in the 
American Colonies
Most British coins did circulate in the American Colonies from the 
1600’s through the Revolution.  Farthings and Half Pennies are 
common.  The sheer number of ‘tokens’, specialty coins, coins 
produced in the colonies and so on is because of the great need for 
money to carry on trade.

Below First Are The Charles II and The Georges Farthings and Half 
Pennies  [not all variations are shown – too many]

Below Those the William and Mary, William III Half Pennies

I did NOT show the Irish Coppers which would expand the list GREATLY









Connecticut Coppers

Connecticut coppers have the most complex minting history of all colonial 
issues. There were more that 355 die combinations, with at least 126 type 
varieties having 26 distinct bust styles made by at least six different mints. 
Yet, the basic design of the Connecticut Coppers never changed; all issues 
imitated the British halfpenny! The obverse depicted the bust of a man 
wearing a laurel wreath, the figure sometimes faced to the left (as George II) 
or to the right (as George III) and was either clad in mail armor or draped in a 
toga. The obverse legend was one of several forms of Latin abbreviations for 
the phrase "By the authority of Connecticut." The reverse depicted a seated 
personification of Liberty closely resembling the British Britannia with a 
legend consisting of an abbreviated form of "Independence and Liberty."









Massachusetts Coppers

Rather than follow the example of some of the surrounding states, 
Massachusetts opened its own Mint in 1787 instead of contracting the 
coinage out to private concerns. Although authorized to strike coins of 
gold, silver, and copper, the Mint only produced copper coins in the 
Half Cent and One Cent denominations. Massachusetts was the only 
State to produce coins that bore the denomination "HALF CENT." The 
legal authority for the coins of Massachusetts ended on January 23, 
1789 but would have been superseded anyway a few months later 
when the U.S. Constitution was adopted.





New Jersey Coppers

On June 1, 1786, the New Jersey legislature authorized Walter Mould, Thomas Goadsby, 
and Albion Cox to mint three million copper coins at a weight of 150 grains each over a 
two-year period in return for a ten percent royalty to the state and the posting of a £10,000 
surety bond. The coppers were to circulate at fifteen to the shilling and were to be produced 
within New Jersey. The design of the coins was not resolved, the legislation simply stated 
they were to have "Marks and Inscriptions as shall be directed by the Justices of the 
Supreme Court, or any one of them."

The obverse of the copper displayed a plow beneath a horse head facing right with the 
legend NOVA CÆSAREA (as on the state coat of arms) and the date. The use of 
"CÆSAREA" is based on the ancient classical name for the Island of Jersey in the English 
Channel. In Roman times this island was called Caesar's Island (insula Caesarea) so when 
latinizing the state name, the word "Jersey" was transformed to "Caesarea." The 1688 
indenture issued by Charles II called the colony "Nova Caesarea, of New Jersey." The 
reverse of the coin depicted an American shield that is similar to one used on some of the 
confederation patterns along with the national motto as the legend, E PLURIBUS UNUM 
(One from many). New Jersey coppers were the first coins to bear the national motto.









Vermont Coppers

On June 10, 1785, the House of Representatives of the Freemen of Vermont met to select a committee of three to consider a 
request from Reuben Harmon, Jr. of Rupert to mint copper coins for the new entity Vermont. On June 15, 1785, the committee 
“…granted Harmon...the exclusive right of coining Copper within this State for the term of two years..." The approved 
language required the coins to have a minimum weight of one-third of an ounce troy weight (160 grains). On June 17, 1785, 
Harmon posted a required bond and began establishing his mint situated beside Hagar's Brook in Rupert. Design and motto; 
1785 and 1786 landscape design. The same committee was retained to select a motto for the coins, and to oversee design. The 
design of the obverse, on the initial 1785 and 1786 coins, featured a sun rising above the Green Mountains and a plow in the 
foreground encircled by the inscription VERMONTS. RES. PUBLICA., which can be translated as the republic, or 
commonwealth, of Vermont. The design of the reverse of the coin is an almost wholesale appropriation of an earlier 1783 
American coin called the Nova Constellatio (new constellation) design.[5] It features a large single star emanating rays, with 
an eye within, it is surrounded by a wreath of 13 smaller stars, and they are encircled by the motto STELLA QUARTA 
DECIMA which translates as the 14th star. Subsequent issues altered the inscription on the obverse, variously using 
VERMONTIS. RES. PUBLICA. and VERMONTENSIUM. RES. PUBLICA.  1787 and 1788 bust design; In October 1785, 
with new Vermont coppers in circulation, Harmon sought an extension of his exclusive two-year contract. An act, possibly 
written with Harmon, himself a former member of the House, extends the agreement eight years from July 1, 1787, and 
describes a dramatically different design. The obverse is to bear a bust, encircled with a new motto reading AUCTORITATE 
VERMONTENSIUM. which translates as by authority of Vermont. The reverse of the coin depicts a seated woman, and the 
inscription INDE ET LIB an abbreviation of independence and liberty.[6] Sixteen variations of dies on this second set of coins 
were made. The new design closely resembled the British halfpenny then in circulation in the American colonies. On that coin 
a bust of George III is encircled by the inscription GEORGIVS. III. REX. and the reverse with a seated female embodiment of 
Britain called Britannia. A common explanation of the redesign of Vermont's coins, so close to the British half-pence model, 
has been made to make their circulation and exchange easier beyond Vermont's boundaries.













Virginia Half Penny Copper Coins

The Virginia Halfpenny was authorized by England for Virginia in 1773. 
The obverse shows the head of King George III facing right, the legend 
GEORGIVS III REX (George III King) is around. The reverse shows a large 
crown, with 17 and 73 on either side, over a shield with lions, fleur de 
leis, harp and horses in quadrants. The word, starting on the right side 
is VIRGI and on the left side is NIA.

A very large hoard of these was found during the second half of the 
19th century thus there are have been many mint condition coins on 
the market over the years.  There was also a copper Penny and Silvered 
coins which are pretty rare.





Spanish Silver Coins

Spanish-American coinage became widely used in the English colonies. More 
than two dozen Spanish colonial mints in Mexico and South America struck 
large quantities of "Spanish milled dollars" – valued at 8 reales and often 
called "Pieces of Eight." Struck from silver unearthed or stolen in Spanish 
America, these 8 reales coins along with fractional ½, 1, 2 and 4 reales
counterparts became the principal coins of the American colonists, and were 
the forerunners of the U.S. dollar and its fractional divisions.  Smaller size 
coins were issued in basically the same designs

In 1793, Congress demonetized all foreign coinage except gold coins of Great 
Britain, Portugal, France and Spain – and silver coins of France and Spain. 
This foreign gold and silver coinage remained legal tender in the United 
States until 1857.




